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Author Mary Evans to co-emcee 
An Evening Anchored In Pearls

LaRue Dorsey to do stand up at
An Evening Anchored in Pearls

Mayra Vargas to co-emcee
An Evening Anchored in Pearls

Native Wacoan, Mary E. 
Evans is returning to co-em-
cee a community event, An 
Evening Anchored in Pearls, 
hosted by J.L. and Linda 
Crawford, owners of The 
Anchor News. Lively, witty 
and funny, this author, poet, 
educator and motivational 
speaker is honored to recog-
nize the strength behind lo-
cal pastors in the community 
and surrounding cities.

Since her first public work, 
Thunder and Lightning de-
buted May 2014, Evans has 
been busy promoting the 
book through speaking en-
gagements, school visits, 
and social media. In the past 
two years, Evans has had 
guest speaker/author visits 
in various elementary and 
middle schools in Killeen 

Festival, and Houston's Ron-
ald McDonald Children's 
Festival, to name a few.

A member of SCBWI (Soci-
ety of Children’s Book Writ-
ers and Illustrators), the pub-
lication of Evans’s Amazon.
com’s 5-STAR Rated picture 
book, Thunder and Lightning 
is just the beginning. Evans’s 
next project is a pre-teen 
series called Shay’s Stories. 
It is about a little girl, Shay-
taqualita Nichole Ervin, who 
journals about her life at 
school and home. Think Di-
ary of A Whimpy Kid, Urban-
style. Smart, witty, and fun-
ny, Shay is sure to win the 
hearts of many young chil-
dren who may find it a chal-
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ISD and Waco ISD, Rapa-
port Academy, and many 
other organizations, such as 
The Art Center of Waco, Art 
on Elm, Hastings, Barnes & 
Nobles, National Black Book 

-2016 Pearls Edition-

Serving the Central
Texas Community

She is a wife, mother, 
minster and business 
owner. A native Wacoan, 
Mayra Vargas will again, 
co-emcee The Anchor 
News event, An Evening 
Anchored in Pearls, which 
is planned for May 14th at 
6:00 at the Lee Lockwood 
Library and Museum. The 
hosts, Anchor News own-
ers, J.L. and Linda Craw-
ford, will honor 19 area 
first ladies.

Vargas is married to the 
man of her dreams, Gus-
tavo (Gus) A. Vargas. They 
have three boys, Adan, 12, 
Isaac, 9, and Noah, 3. Var-
gas has been a member 
at First Spanish Assembly 
of God Church with Pas-
tors Frank and Evangeline 
Alvarado since 2004. She 
served in the church ad-
ministration department, 
choir department, Chil-
dren’s Sunday School de-
partment and as the youth 
pastor. Currently, Vargas is 
part of the ministry staff 
team. Vargas, is a humble 
devoted Christian woman 
with a great love for her 
family and love and pas-
sion to help others. 

Vargas was the youth 
pastor at First Spanish As-
sembly of God Church 
from 2011 until recently. 
In the beginning of her 
journey, she hesitated 
to accept the challenge. 
However, guided by God’s 
Spirit and the wisdom of 
her pastor, Vargas bravely 
stepped into the position. 
Her role as a youth pastor 
helped her teach young 
people the love of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, not only 
by her words but by her ac-
tions. Vargas believes that 

her involvement in min-
istry has taught her and 
still continues, through the 
now ministry staff team, to 
develop her public speak-
ing skills for the honor and 
glory of God.

A licensed realtor since 
2010, Vargas is also pur-
suing her degree in child 
psychology. Her long term 
goal is to help troubled 
children cope with trau-
mas and to show them the 
love of God through her 
profession. Her vision is 
to encourage them to get 
an education and become 
young men and young 
women filled with God’s 
spirit. She wants to en-
courage them to help oth-
er people come to Jesus 
through them and through 
their choice of profession. 
“Our country needs doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, 
preachers, law enforce-
ment, judges, etc. who are 
filled with the Spirit of God 
to make a change in a dy-
ing world,” Vargas said. 
She will continue with 
her education at McLen-

Mayra Vargas
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Mary E. Evans

When people mention Mrs. 
LaRue Gilbert Dorsey’s name, 
it is usually in the context of 
her being an educator as she 
completed 62 years of teach-
ing. However, she is a woman 
of many talents. Some people 
are not aware that “She’s got 
jokes,” said Gale Edwards, 
who has known Dorsey for as 
long as she can remember. 
Many others agree. One of her 
friends said, “Mrs. Dorsey will 
have you cracking up.” Still an-
other said, “You look at Mrs. 
Dorsey and you just don’t ex-
pect her to have you laughing, 
but she is funny.” Word has 
it that Dorsey will show off 
her skills doing standup at An 

at the Lee Lockwood Library 
and Museum, 2801 W. Waco 
Drive.

Born in Waco to Rev. and 
Mrs. B. F. Gilbert, Dorsey grad-
uated from A. J. Moore High 
in 1949. She received a bach-
elor’s degree from Mary Allen 
College and a master of educa-
tion degree from Texas South-
ern University. 

She is hoping that her boys 
and girls will “excel as aca-
demic achievers with dedica-
tion and determination.” 

Dorsey considers it a privi-
lege to have taught so many 

See DORSEY pg. 15
Evening Anchored in Pearls, 
scheduled for May 14th, 6:00 

LaRue Dorsey
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"An Evening Anchored In Pearls" Honorees

As we approach The Anchor 
News' 14th Anniversary in the 
community, we are so excited. 
This weekend, we began our 
celebrations by honoring 19 
first ladies in Waco and sur-
rounding cities. We call them 
the "Pearls of the Commu-
nity." If you are reading this at 
the Lee Lockwood Library and 
Museum, it means you are 
experiencing the ambience 
of this occasion along with 
us. What an evening! Thank 
you Waco, Woodway, Temple, 
Cameron, Harker Heights, 
Marlin, Rosebud, and so many 
others for your support. You 
are awesome!

From the Crawfords...

First Lady Darlene Swain 
Witcher is a native of Texas, 
and the First Lady of New 
Life Christian Fellowship in 
Waco, Texas. She is married 
to Dr. Jovaster G. Witcher, 
and this September will 
celebrate a 33rd wedding 
anniversary. She is a proud 
mother of four beautiful 
daughters: Desiree Witcher 
Gipson, (Timothy Gipson) , 
Dominique Witcher Harri-
son (Marquis Harrison), Joc-
elyn, and Jasmine. She has 
two sweet grandchildren, 
Grandmother of Serenity 
Mariah (age 4) and Desean 
Marcel Gipson(age3) of San 
Antonio,Tx.

Dr. Jovaster and Darlene 
Witcher have served the 
community through the 
New Jerusalem (now New 
Life Christian Fellowship) 
for over twenty three years. 
Witcher has served in nu-
merous positions through-
out the years, such as sec-
retary, youth president, 
coordinator, teacher, ad-
ministrator, manager, cus-
tomer relations, sales clerk, 
and title clerk, to name a 
few positions. Her greatest 
delight and calling is to en-
courage people throughout 
life’s journey by upholding 
them through the word of 
the Lord. It is the place of 
God’s Calling that she has 
a Master’s Degree in Pasto-
ral Counseling through the 

Minnesota School of Theol-
ogy and a Bachelors Degree 
from the Sonship School 
of the Firstborn under the 
Leadership of Bishop Nate 
Holcomb, Christian House 
Of Prayer Killeen, Texas. 

She also was the admin-
istrator of Speak The Word 
School of Ministry-Waco for 
five years, and along with 
her husband, operated Spir-
it of Love Preschool for ten 
years. She is currently work-
ing part-time in the La Vega 
Junior High School-GDC ACE 
Program. She has always 
been about relationship and 
strong family commitment. 
Simply stated on many oc-
casions, she says, “True love 
is everything; it is not a sec-
ond hand emotion, but put 
as priority, it is a first class 
relationship (DSW)”.

Darlene swain Witcher

First Lady Darlene Witcher,
New Life Christian Fellowship

First Lady Cynthia Bever 
is from Groesbeck, TX. She 
is married to Pastor Billy 
(Sonny) Bever, and just cele-
brated their thirty-ninth an-
niversary this May. Together 
they have pastored Church 
on The Rock, Groesbeck for 
twenty-five years. The Bev-
ers have two sons, Donnie 
Bever and Sonny Bever, and 
a daughter-in-love, Sonny's 
wife, Erin. The joy of their 
hearts are their five grand-
children Tyler, Cadence, 
Jace, Kasey and Kyle. 

Bever gave her life to Je-
sus in 1979 and has never 
looked back. Her mother 
died when she was only 
three years old. She mar-
ried at the young age of six-
teen and was widowed at 
twenty-one. Coming out of 
a life of pain and addiction, 
she has known tragedy but 
today, she gladly declares 
that Jesus redeems it all. 
“He doesn't waste any of it,” 
says Bever. 

In her twenty-five years 
of pastoring, Bever has 
worked in almost every area 
of the church, even though 
at times she has felt com-
pletely unequipped. Her 
heart has always been espe-
cially drawn to hurting chil-
dren. She helped establish 
the church's bus program 
and food pantry out of her 
desire to reach the families 
of those children. While she 

loves the church, Bever feels 
the greatest reward is in the 
highways and byways; she 
is passionate about reach-
ing souls for Christ outside 
the walls of the church and 
this passion has led her to 
launch a jail ministry and 
Life Recovery group. 

Bever’s hunger for the 
Word and a passion for re-
vival have been the driving 
forces in her life. Her favor-
ite past time is studying the 
Word on her couch alone 
with the Lord, or worship-
ping with her son on his gui-
tar in her living room. She 
also greatly enjoys spend-
ing time with her family and 
spoiling anyone who walks 
through her front door. Bev-
er’s greatest love besides 
her family is winning people 
to Christ.

Cynthia Bever

First Lady Cynthia Bever,
Church on the Rock
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Congratulations
Pastor Pearl 

Veronica
Evans!

"She opens her mouth 
with wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue." Prov. 31:26

We love you, Pastor V!
Fountain of Life Church

First Lady Pastor Veronica Trejo-Evans,
Fountain of Life Church

Pastor Veronica Trejo-
Evans accepted Christ in 
her early teenage years at 
a youth convention. In her 
adult life, when she recom-
mitted her life to Christ in 
her late 20’s, she confessed 
to be a servant of Jesus 
Christ until her dying day. 
She took on the mantra “For 
God I live and for God I die,” 
based on Philippians 1:21 
“For to me, to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.”

The personal testimony 
and calling on Veronica’s life 
is to be a living testimony of 
the transformation that only 
God can perform regardless 
of one’s history. With her 
own transformation and 
unparalleled redemption of 
God at hand, she sees the 

need to discover, develop, 
and deploy other women 
and their gifts. She cherish-
es the opportunity to give a 

Veronica Trejo-Evans

word from God to anyone 
who listens. 

Her passion is to facilitate 
outreach events and confer-
ences that minister to the 
total family. She is an inte-
gral part in every auxiliary 
of the ministry in which she 
serves, helping members 
find their gifts and exercise 
their talents in the body of 
Christ. 

“Pastor V,” as her mem-
bers call her, was born 
and raised in Waco, Texas, 
where she co-founded the 
Fountain of Life Church in 
2008, with her husband, 
Pastor Cyrus Evans. They 
have been married for eight 
beautiful years. Alongside 
her husband, she has three 
small sons: CJ who is 7, Ca-
leb who is 5 and one angel 
that was called to heaven 
by the name of Caden who 
would have been 3. She has 
embraced her call to serve, 
reach the nations, and 
positively impact the lives 
of those they lead and en-
counter.

First Lady Lisa Dixon,
Greater Harvest Assembly COGIC
First Lady Lisa Dixon is a 

native of Waco. She is mar-
ried to Pastor Allen Dixon, 
Sr., and they have five 
beautiful children. Dixon is 
a faithful member of Great-
er Harvest Assembly COGIC 
where she serves faithfully 
along side her husband.

Currently, she serves as 
the Women’s Department 
Chairlady, equipping and 
empowering the Women 
of God to move into their 
divine purpose and destiny. 
Dixon is a mighty prayer 
warrior and believes this 
is one of the best weapons 
for the Saints of God. She 
believes that prayer pre-
vails power over any cir-
cumstance or situation.

She is a woman of great 
faith and believes in stand-
ing on the word of God and 
will only speak what He 
is saying. Therefore, she 
declares that in the midst 
of all that is going on in 
this world, she will not be 
moved from her faith in 
God. She holds on to her 

Lisa Dixon

favorite scripture Psalms 
103: 1-3 and encourages 
herself to praise the Lord 
wholeheartedly and never 
forget the things He has 
done.

Most importantly, of all 
of the character traits that 
she possesses, Dixon is a 
servant of the Most High 
God. She is a woman who 
loves God with all her heart 
and is willing to be used for 
His Glory!

First Lady Jacqueline Abercrombie,
New Zion Baptist Church

Jacqueline Patrice Buhl Ab-
ercrombie was born July 15, 
1964 to the late Rev. Carl Buhl 
Sr. and Ella Buhl. She is the 
fifth child born to this union 
along with six other siblings. 
Jacqueline has another, Lisa 
Daniels Drake, whom she 
loves very much. 

Abercrombie married her 
high school sweetheart Rev. 
Darrell W. Abercrombie on 
June 30, 1984. They have one 
beautiful daughter, LaTorsha, 
a lovely son-in-law, Joseph 
(Tatu) Richard and a grandson, 
Joseph Richard II, whom Jac-
queline adores.

Abercrombie exceeded 
all of her goals as a licensed 
beautician so she retired after 
31 years. Now as a minister of 
God, her goal is to seek the lost 
and serve them by teaching 
the word of God. She started 
singing at the age of seven in 
her dad’s church St. Paul Bap-
tist in Rosebud. She continued 
singing when he became pas-
tor of Zion Hill Baptist. As a 
teenager, she sang in numer-
ous choirs, ministering to oth-
ers through songs, as well as 
through the word of God.

Abercrombie has served 

as a Sunday School teacher 
at Greater New Life, a Youth 
Director at Zion Hill and New 
Zion Baptist in Elm Mott, Tex-
as. She is currently teaching 
Baptist Training Union to the 
adult class at New Zion and 
she sings with The Voices of 
New Zion and the Sanctuary 
Choir.

Abercrombie aspires to 
write a Christian book. She 
has a calling to visit Israel and 
Africa to explore the things 
and places in the Bible she has 
read about and teaches on.

Jackie Abercrombie
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First Lady Lexi English...
...an Adored Woman of God, Esteemed by the 
love of her life, her sons, and her GBBC family and 
friends! Congratulations First 
Lady Lexi! We are in "AWE" 
of you as a 2016 Honoree of An 
Evening Anchored in Pearls! 

We love you!
Greater Bosqueville Baptist Church

6802 Logue Lane | Waco, Texas 76708
Min. R. L. English, Pastor

Alexia English, affectionate-
ly known as “Lexi,” currently 
works in the Center for Global 
Engagement at Baylor Uni-
versity as the Semester Study 
Abroad Program Coordinator 
and has held this position since 
December 2012. Prior to work-
ing in Study Abroad, English 
worked as an International Stu-
dent Program Coordinator and 
held that position since 2003. In 
the spring of 2008, English was 
elected to Baylor’s Staff Council 
and served on the council for 
three academic years. 

While English was on Staff 
Council, she was appointed to 
the Campus Diversity Commit-
tee and served as Chairperson 
for four years. Even though 
she no longer serves on Staff 
Council (and she is not the 
chairperson), she is still active-
ly involved with the Campus 
Diversity Committee. She has 
also been a co-advisor for the 
Heavenly Voices Gospel Choir 
at Baylor University since 2005. 

English received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Bay-
lor University in 2006 where 
she majored in Speech Com-
munication and minored in 

Child and Family Studies. She is 
currently working toward her 
Master of Arts in Apologetics 
through Houston Baptist Uni-
versity and expects to graduate 
in May of 2017.

English is the First Lady of 
Greater Bosqueville Baptist 
Church, Waco, Texas. Greater 
Bosqueville is a small church 
that celebrated 150 years of 
existence in 2015. Over the 
span of seven years, English 
has made several significant 
contributions to serving the 
members of the church, help-

Lexi English

ing them grow spiritually. She 
developed and coordinates the 
current ministry to the youth in 
the church, serves on various 
committees, leads in planning 
church activities, and directs all 
of the choirs in the church.

During the academic year, 
English serves as a weekly 
volunteer with Portraits Inc. 
where she works with youth 
from the community who are 
learning various art forms 
(drama, dance, singing, poetry) 
from college students. 

She has been married to Pas-
tor Ronald English for 12 years. 
They have two sons, and she 
serves as a surrogate mother to 
a host of Baylor students (pres-
ent and alumni) who loving 
call her “Mama English.” She 
loves to travel and has been 
fortunate to have international 
experiences to more than 13 
countries. Each experience has 
allowed her to experience the 
beauty of God’s workmanship 
in every country. English is also 
a proud member of the local 
graduate chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc. where 
she actively serves the greater 
Waco community.

First Lady Alexia (Lexi) English,
Greater Bosqueville Baptist Church

Known as a worshiper, 
mentor, and vessel of grace 
are the characteristics of 
this dynamic Woman of 
God, Lowanda Massin-
gill Sias, a native of Mar-
lin, Texas, is the daugh-
ter of the late Willie Mae 
Cheeves, the wife of Pastor 
Waylon D. Sias Sr. She is the 
First Lady of Zion Hill Bap-
tist Church in Waco, Texas.

Sias accepted the Lord 
at an early age and united 
with Davis Chapel United 
Methodist Church, where 
she served as church sec-
retary for 25 years and as 
a past lay leader. She re-
signed her position in 2007 
when she married Pastor 
Waylon D. Sias Sr. and unit-
ed with Marlin Missionary 
Baptist Church. She served 
at this church faithfully un-
til they were called to the 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, in 
Waco.

She grew up in the Mar-
lin community and gradu-
ated in 1981 from Marlin 
High School in Marlin, Tex-
as. Sias continued her edu-
cation at McLennan Com-
munity College, in Waco, 
Texas and graduated with 
an associate degree in Gen-
eral Studies in 2000.

She was employed for 
11 years as Deputy District 
Clerk for Falls County. For 
the past 23 years, she has 
been employed at the Tex-
as Department of Criminal 
Justice, currently working 
as the law librarian at the 
Hobby Unit.

Being a Woman of Favor, 
the First Lady has received 
numerous accolades and 
awards. From 1994-2015, 
she was the youngest 
elected School Board mem-
ber in the history of Marlin 
ISD. From 2001-2015, she 
served as President, mak-
ing her the only woman 
to ever hold that position. 
She resigned when she 
moved to Waco, Texas. At 
the end of her reign, Mar-

lin ISD honored her for her 
faithful years of service. 
She was also honored as 
“A Woman of Distinction” 
from Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
ity, Inc. Sias has served 
as a Girl Scout Leader, a 
member of the NAACP, a 
member of MUMD ( Minis-
ters United For Ministerial 
Development), a member 
of the Missionary Baptist 
Convention of Texas.

Even though Sias has 
been recognized by many, 
her most celebrated ac-
complishment is being the 
wife of the talented and 
anointed Pastor Waylon D. 
Sias Sr., the proud mother 
of 5 children, Darian, Ni-
cole, Sophie, Taushey, the 
late Waylon Jr., the grand-
mother of 7 grandchildren 
and the sister of Alton and 
Tamula Cheeves. People 
describe Sias as a Christian 
woman who loves God, 
family and her Church. She 
has made it her life’s mis-
sion to work hard to help 
everyone with her love, 
wisdom and compassion.

Sias is a highly respect-
ed, greatly loved, anointed 
servant of God who is wor-
thy of double honor, one 
whom God is not through 
with yet.

Lowanda Sias

First Lady Lowanda
Massingill Sias,

Zion Hill Baptist Church
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The Second Baptist Church Youth Department 
and Friendships Circle would like 
to congratulate Sister Beverly 
Davis on being a 2016 Pearl!

Congratulations!

We love you!
“Many women have done excellently, 
but you surpass them all.” Prov. 31:28

Beverly Davis is the first lady 
of Second Missionary Baptist 
Church, where she proudly 
serves with her husband and 
pastor, Dr. Nika L.J. Davis. Her 
love for God is evident in her 
humble nature and her min-
istry to the congregation and 
community. She is an active 
force in Second Baptist Minis-
tries, currently serving as the 
Youth Choir Director and Youth 
Sunday School out Reach Co-
ordinator.

First Lady Davis is the love-
ly mother of three beautiful 
children, Nika Jr., Samayim, 
and Shekinah. Beverly is the 
youngest of four siblings.

She is a graduate of Nacog-
doches High School, attended 
Stephen F. Austin State Uni-
versity in Nacogdoches, Texas, 
Texas A & M Commerce, Com-
merce, Texas, and is a licensed 
social worker in the state of 

Texas. By trade, she is the Ex-
pansion Manager for the Child 
Inc. Early Head Start Program 
in Austin, Texas.

A natural born leader, Davis 
she touches a heart before she 
asks for a hand. As an untiring 

Beverly Davis

servant at S.M.B.C., she labors 
as a youth leader and works 
alongside her husband in oth-
er ministerial capacities. 

Davis is one of God’s prized 
possessions, a beautiful ex-
ample of a woman, a first lady, 
a minister’s wife, a mother, 
teacher, and a leader. First 
Lady Davis is an embodiment 
of unconditional love, devoted 
to the service of all humanity.

She has several favorites. 
Her favorite scripture is Psalms 
27:1-2 “The Lord is my light 
and my Salvation: whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the strength of 
my life: whom shall I be afraid? 
When the wicked, even mine 
enemies and my foes, came 
upon me to eat up my flesh, 
they stumbled and fell.” Davis 
loves the words of Tim Duncan: 
“Good, Better, Best, Never let 
it rest until your good is better 
and your better is best.”

First Lady Beverly Davis,
Second Missionary Baptist Church

Sandra Hooks is the wife 
of Donald Hooks, Pastor of 
LovingKindness Ministries. 
Pastor and First Lady Hooks 
have been married for 34 
years, and counting. She is 
a native of the Central Tex-
as area, and a proud moth-
er of three Sons, and seven 
grand sugars.

Hooks continued her ed-
ucational studies by attend-
ing Texas State Technical 
College, Speak The Word 
School of Ministry and Son-
ship School of the First Born 
under the leadership of 
Bishop Nate Holcomb, The 
Cathedral of Central Texas, 
Christian House of Prayer in 
Killeen Texas.

Hooks administers the 
Love of Christ in all she 
does for the body of Christ, 
and takes special care to 
make all feel welcome. She 

is grateful and thankful to 
God for all He has done in 
her life. Her favorite scrip-
ture is Psalm 34:1: “I will 
bless the Lord at all times: 
his praise shall continually 
be in my mouth.”

Sandra Hooks

First Lady Sandra Hooks,
LovingKindness Ministries, Inc.
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First Lady Eula Brown,
Children of God Created for Glory Worship Center
First Lady Minister Eula Brown 

is a Waco native, married to the 
Founder/Pastor of Children of 
God Created for Glory Worship 
Center, Pastor Larry D. Brown. 
Brown was born Eula Ross to 
the proud parents of Leslie (de-
ceased) and Zelma Ross. She is 
the 3rd of four siblings. She and 
Pastor Brown have a total of 
two sons, five daughters, and 25 
grandchildren

She graduated from Richfield 
High and received her associate 
degree in Business Management 
from McLennan Community Col-
lege. She is retired from the State 
of Texas with 27 years of service. 

First Lady Brown is a licensed 
and ordained minister and is 
presently serving with her hus-
band in ministry. She has been 
and is blessed of God to serve 
as a bible teacher, speaker at 
conferences, retreats, and work-
shops. She is the founder of 
what was once a local women’s 
support group that has now ad-
vanced to a ministry “Created 
for Glory Ministries.” Created for 

Glory Ministry is designed for ev-
eryone and particularly women. 
The scripture teaches us that we 
were created for God’s glory. It 
teaches simple biblical principles 
for a deeper walk with God. It 
takes the simplicity of God’s cre-
ation and shows us through the 
word of God, his glory for us. 
Isaiah 43:7 says “Even everyone 
that is called by my name: for I 

Eula Brown

have created him for my glory, 
I have formed him; yea, I have 
made him.”

She and Pastor Brown mar-
ried in 2002 and in 2004 God 
gave Pastor Brown a vision to 
start a church. Both were li-
censed and ordained ministers 
called by God with specific min-
istries. Pastor Brown’s message 
to the world is we are Children 
of God, and First Lady’s message 
is we are created for God’s glory, 
and together, led of the Lord, 
the name given for the church 
was born – Children of God Cre-
ated for Glory Worship Center. 
Brown serves with her husband 
in ministry for every believer to 
know who they are in Christ, 
to know their purpose, and 
to know their reason for their 
hope in him—for the backslider 
an open door, for the believer to 
grow in their faith walk with Je-
sus, for leaders a school of train-
ing and learning, and for the 
sick, shut-in, homeless, orphans 
and widows a ministry to meet 
their needs.

First Lady Sheila Ross,
Abundant Love Fellowship Church

Lady Shelia Ross is the Co-
Founder of the Abundant Love 
Fellowship Church in Robinson, 
Texas. She is a loving First Lady 
who stands proudly alongside 
her husband, Dr. Edward L. 
Ross, doing what God has com-
missioned them to do.

She was born and raised in 
Waco, Texas. Her parents are 
Rev. and Mrs. Albert Nichols 
and the late Joel Berry, Sr. In 
1982, she married the love of 
her life. God blessed them with 
three children: Da’Mon Rashad 
(deceased), Candice Scherrie, 
and Christian Jamaal.

Ross and her husband en-
couraged their children to de-
velop a personal relationship 
with the Lord, by sharing their 
ministry tools and the benefits 
of having a Christ-based life. 
This meant that sometimes 
they had to stand differently in 
their parenting and make sacri-
fices or rules that were unpop-
ular. However, being led by the 
Holy Spirit, she and Pastor Ross 
raised a family that is not only 
committed to the ministry, but 

most importantly, stands and 
lives for Christ.

While having the privilege 
to serve as First Lady of many 
years, Ross has had to wear 
many different hats. In addi-
tion to supporting her hus-
band, she has worked with the 
music ministry, the youth min-
istry, the Women’s Ministry, 
and the church’s Special Events 
and Planning Committees. 

Sheila Ross

Of the varied hats she wears, 
she especially enjoys mentor-
ing wives as they partner with 
their husbands to answer the 
“Call of Pastoral Ministry.” 

First Lady Ross’s primary goal 
is Kingdom Building through 
in-reach and outreach op-
portunities within her church 
and community. She believes 
that we are joined together 
as Christians to help others 
through teaching, living, and 
growing from the abundance 
of God’s Holy Word. She hopes 
to nurture individuals so that 
they are empowered to live 
lives of destiny, purpose, com-
mitment, and love before their 
family and friends. One of her 
favorite phrases is, “Don’t just 
talk about it, but be about it!” 
She believes a person cannot 
serve without action.

One of her favorite passages 
in the Bible is Psalm 139. It al-
ways reminds her of God’s pro-
vision for her life, encourages 
her with His purpose over her 
life, and reassures her of His 
promises to her life.

This "PK" is the fourth of six 
children, born to the parents of 
the late, Superintendent Lon-
nie D. and Missionary Verda 
Benson. Vickiletta Bledsoe is a 
woman called and chosen of 
God, for Kingdom work and wor-
ship. She, along with her hus-
band, Pastor Darrick D. Bledsoe, 
Sr. serve as spiritual leaders at 
the St. John Missionary Baptist 
Church, where her husband is 
senior pastor and she is the First 
Lady. 

Bledsoe’s life is dedicated to 
being a living example and an 
encourager to women, men, and 
children, to help foster a "spirit-
filled" life, full of both potential 
and untapped power. She has 
more than a decade of teaching 
and counseling ministries, which 
enables her to reach others with 
her humor, warmth, transpar-
ency, and inner strength. 

She is a loving and supportive 
wife, caring mother, able teach-
er, encouraging speaker, beau-
tiful role model, and a great 
mentor. She enjoys reading, but 
most of all, she thrives in fulfill-
ing the Will of God, recognizing 

it as her main purpose in life. 
Vicki strongly believes denomi-
nation has no bearing on her 
mandate or her anointing. 

Lady V, as she is affection-
ately referred to, has been hap-
pily married for 1 1/2 years to 
her sweetheart, Pastor Darrick. 
They are the proud parents of 
five children, Shimeath, Marcus, 
Jeremy, Brandon, and Darrick II, 
and are proud grandparents of 
14 grandchildren.

Vickiletta Bledsoe

First Lady Vickiletta Bledsoe,
St. John Missionary Baptist Church

First Lady Linda Jefferson Brown,
True Vine Worship Center

First Lady Linda Jefferson 
Brown is married to Pastor Donald 
Brown. They are founders of True 
Vine Worship Center in Waco, 
which they began three years ago. 
Brown says, “I enjoy singing in 
our church choir. It gives me great 
joy to sing the gospel.” She wears 
many hats in the house of the 
Lord. She is the Mission President, 
and she started a young adult 
group for women to come to-
gether to be empowered by one 
another. GOD'S GOSPEL GIRLS en-
courages young ladies of all races 
and origins, teaching them the 
practicalities of life while living for 
the Lord. 

Brown enjoys helping people. 
She worked in the healthcare 
field for over 24 years and the 
last three years, she has worked 
for Baylor Scott and White Home 
Care and Hospice. Most impor-
tantly, she loves being around her 
family. “Family is very important 
to me because at the end of the 
day, all we have is family.” She is 
the mother of four grown children 
and 11 wonderful grandchildren. 

She looks forward to her Friday 
night dates with her husband, 
usually popcorn and a movie. 
“The simple life,” she calls it. 

This First Lady loves Exodus 
14:14: “The Lord shall fight for 
you and ye shall hold your peace,” 
and Philippians 3:14: “I press to-
ward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of Jesus.”

Linda Jefferson Brown
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First Lady Susan Haines,

River of Life Christian Center
First Lady Susan Haines 

was born into a Christian 
home – many years ago! Her 
father was in the Air Force so 
they traveled to many states 
in her young years, finally 
settling in Washington State 
upon his retirement. Haines 
has always attended church 
regularly and has been very 
involved. She even toyed 
with the idea of foreign mis-
sions!

In 1979, she had the hon-
or to marry a sweet “Texas 
boy” whom she met at a Sin-
gle Adult Retreat in Wash-
ington, where he was serv-
ing as a summer missionary 
to a church in the area. They 
moved to San Francisco 
where he started seminary 
while she worked in the city. 
He transferred to Ft. Worth 
after one year and finished 
his schooling there. 

While still in seminary 
they began pastoring a small 
church near Crawford. Over 
their 36 years of marriage, 

they have pastored in eight 
churches, including their 
present church, River of Life 
Christian Center in Rusk, TX.

Haines has served in all 
of these churches wherever 
needed, but always focused 
on singing and worship. God 
has enlarged her ministry to 
also include marriage coun-
seling, teaching in the min-
istry school in their church, 

Susan Haines

overseeing the children’s 
ministry and handling the 
church finances.

Haines says, “It is our 
heart to see every member 
find their place of service, 
whether in or outside the 
church walls. We want to 
see unity among all believ-
ers, tearing down walls of 
denominationalism, racism, 
and past church hurts. We 
want to model the love of 
God to all we encounter, 
and encourage those in our 
body to do the same. Love 
conquers!”

The Haineses have three 
wonderful daughters, liv-
ing in Waco, Palestine, and 
Jacksonville. They also en-
joy their two grandsons 
ages 4 years and 6 months. 

 “What a privilege to 
serve our God who provides 
wisdom, strength, and ful-
fillment,” says Haines. “I 
look forward to many joy-
ful and adventurous years 
ahead!”

Former First Lady Mamie Jo Bragg Lee Hall,
East Waco Cumberland Presbyterian Church

An educator with more 
than forty (40) years of suc-
cessful experience in full life 
cycle educating and prepar-
ing great minds, Former First 
Lady Mamie Hall has a proven 
ability to foster great leaders 
and high ranking decision 
makers. Hall is married to the 
Rev. Elton C. Hall, former pas-
tor of East Waco Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church-Waco. 
After many many, years, the 
Halls recently retired from 
the role of pastors.

Hall has taught school for 
over thirty (30) years in the 
Waco Independent School 
District, ten (10) years in the 
La Vega Independent School 
District, and two (2) years for 
the Waco State Home, which 
is currently the Waco Center 
for Youth.

She grew up in Chidester, 
Arkansas as the second child 
of thirteen children in a small 

neighborhood of close knit 
community. She learned ear-
ly in life what it meant to just 
be a child and how to respect 
and relate to others. Hall 
graduated from Pleasant Hill 
High School where her family 
pressured her to be the best. 
She graduated at the top of 

Mamie Hall

her class. Hall received a B.S. 
degree in elementary educa-
tion and a minor in English/
Reading from Paul Quinn Col-
lege-Waco with further stud-
ies at Tarleton State Univer-
sity Stephenville, Texas and 
Texas Wesleyan University in 
Ft. Worth, Texas. It was then 
that she developed a pas-
sion for helping others with 
a focus on topics such as stu-
dents with learning and read-
ing difficulties. She began her 
teaching career as a counsel-
ing houseparent supervising 
and arranging activities to en-
sure proper, mental, physical, 
social, and spiritual develop-
ment.

Hall is currently a servant 
of the church and community 
and shows it through serving 
as the president of the Mis-
sionary Society, educational 
director of the Church and 
Youth Department at East 

Waco Cumberland Church in 
America, Vice President of 
the Brazos River Presbytery’s 
Missionary Society, and Sec-
retary of the Texas Synod Mis-
sionary Society of the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church 
in America (C.P.C.A.). Hall is 
also serving as a director on 
the board of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Children’s Home 
Denton, Texas and a Supple-

mental Instruction Teacher 
(SIT) @ Waco ISD.

 Hall has served as First 
Lady for a number of congre-
gations. Hall was also the First 
Lady of the City of Bellmead 
and the Texas Association of 
Black City Council Members. 
The Halls have three wonder-
ful children: Mia, Elton Jr., 
Shameka (Steve) and a most 
loved grandson, Stephen.

Pastor First Lady Miri-
am Sandoval was born in 
Seguin, Texas but has re-
sided in the Bellmead/
Waco area for the last 44 
years. She was born to 
parents who had migrated 
from Mexico to the United 
States in search of a better 
life for themselves and the 
children they would later 
have. A few years after they 
entered into the country, 
they were granted residen-
cy status. 

Sandoval is the middle 
child of three sisters and 
one brother. It was in her 
early adolescent age that 
she came to know Jesus- 
through an aunt, a believer, 
who was visiting from Mex-
ico and seeking to attend to 
church while in Waco. She 
invited the family to attend 
with her. Sandoval gave her 
life to Jesus at the age of 13 
and has attended church 
and been faithfully active 
ever since.

As a young lady she was 
involved in the youth and 
praise ministry and winning 
souls for Christ. She has 
known her husband, Ma-
rio Sandoval, since junior 
high and had the privilege 
of evangelizing him for two 
years until he gave his life 
to Jesus. They married one 
year after graduation from 
high school. 

They have two daughters, 
Kayla, 28, and Amanda, 26. 
Both daughters are single, 
living at home, working full 
time in the church ministry 
with their parents. Kayla 
leads the praise and wor-
ship at the church and was 

blessed last year to release 
her first musical CD- I Am 
Amazed while Amanda, a 
graduate of Wade College 
in Dallas and TSTC in Waco 
with a graphics design de-
gree, heads the graphic 
design department at the 
church and leads the col-
lege department ministry.

The couple founded Ma-
ranatha Church in Novem-
ber 1991. Sandoval is the 
founder of The Virtuous 
Ministry which is the la-
dies ministry in her church. 
The Virtuous Woman holds 
yearly women's confer-
ences having received an 
attendance up to 700 wom-
en. She also holds yearly 
women's conferences in 
Monclova, Mexico working 
with a team of local pas-
tors. She has travelled to 
different cities and coun-
tries sharing God's Word. 
Her desire is to freely give 
that which she has freely 
received.

Miriam Sandoval

First Lady Miriam Sandoval,
Maranatha Church
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Pearl Honoree Jacque-
line Valera Smith Burton, 
known as First Lady Burton, 
is a native of Waco, Texas. 
She was born to the late 
Clyde C. Smith and Ora Mae 
Hawkins Smith on January 
30, 1966.

She is married to the love 
of her life and best friend, 
Pastor Gary Lynn Burton. 
While obligations to min-
isterial commitments are 
a priority, First Lady Bur-
ton ensures that her cov-
enant relationships are well 
maintained. She serves as 
a faithful and devoted wife 
to her husband, the church 
and a loving mother to Greg 
Whaley. She has six grand-
children: Nivea, Reyna, 
Adrian, Aiyanah, Giovanni 
and Yadrian. She has a host 
of godchildren and nieces 
and nephews.

In June 2010 Reverend 
Burton and First Lady Bur-
ton were called by God 
to be the Pastor and First 
Lady of Lovely Hope Baptist 
church in the beautiful city 
of Hubbard Texas. Together 
they bring bibical wisdom, 
compassion, and integrity 
to the Lovely Hope family.

As the First Lady, Burton 
has set an awesome exam-
ple of how to grow in god-

liness and modesty. One 
of her favorite scriptures 
is Romans 8:28: “And we 
know that all things work 
together for good to them 
that love God, to them who 
are the called according to 
His purpose.”

Burton wears many hats. 
She serves as Lovely Hope's 
women’s ministry spiritual 
advisor; she serves on the 
usher's unit and as the 
sanctuary choir director; 
she is also youth spiritual 
advisor, and president of 
the deaconess and minis-
ter’s wives unit. Her prayer 
is that if she can bring one 
soul to Jesus Christ, then 
her living will not be in vain.

Jacqueline Burton

First Lady Jacqueline 
Valera Smith Burton,

Lovely Hope Baptist Church

Gail Gillum

First Lady Louise Gail Watts Gillum,
Living Word Church of God in Christ

Born in Augusta, Geor-
gia to James and Lubertha 
Watts, Louise Gail Watts 
Gillum is the 6th child of 
seven children. Gillum is 
married to Elder Dr. Gilbert 
Gillum Jr. They have three 
children: Audrey Lane, Amy 
Gillum, and Edmond Rob-
ert-Gillum. The Gillums also 
have three grandchildren, 
Jayla Lane, Jaden Gillum 
and Jabez Robert.

Gillum is a graduate of 
Augusta Technical College 
and Midwest Bible College. 
She currently attends Cen-
tral Texas College of Theol-
ogy and McLennan Com-
munity College. Gillum is 
the Director of the Living 
Word Christian Academy 
and Child Care Center.

She attends Living Word 
Church of God in Christ 
where she is the First Lady 

under her husband Super-
intendent Gilbert Gillum Jr. 
She also serves as the Na-
tional Hospitality Coordina-
tor for the Church of God 

in Christ, representing the 
state of Texas. Gillum also 
serves in many roles inside 
her church. 

She serves as a mission-
ary, a member of the Su-
pervisor of Women, a Sun-
day school teacher, prayer 
warrior, and many more 
ministry minded projects. 
She was instrumental in 
starting children’s church at 
Living Word COGIC, Respite 
Care for children with dis-
abilities and their siblings, 
and for starting a young 
women’s ministry, later to 
be named SOW for Sisters 
of Worth.

Gillum’s favorite scrip-
ture is Psalms 138:8: “The 
Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me: thy mercy, 
O Lord, endureth forever: 
forsake not the works of 
thine own hands.”

First Lady Lisa Drake,
Dream Center Waco

Minister Lisa Drake is 
married to Rev. Timothy 
Drake. She is the First Lady 
of Dream Center Waco, 
where her husband is the 
pastor. Drake is a graduate 
of Speak the Word School of 
Ministry, under the canopy 
of the Minnesota Gradu-
ate School of Theology with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Biblical Studies; She has 
been a licensed minister for 
over 12 years with earned 
college hours in the field of 
evangelism. Drake has been 
blessed to travel within the 
United States and abroad, 
participating in team minis-
try.

Drake founded the Wom-
en In Crisis Networking To-
gether organization, an or-
ganization that addresses 
practical issues that women 
face and fosters an environ-
ment for healing the hurts. 
She ministers through shar-
ing her personal testimony 
of the faithfulness of God to 

bring anybody back to a sav-
ing place, even after drifting 
away.

She has a keen anointing 
that recognizes the need 
for the Body of Christ to be 
equipped to do Kingdom 
Business and boldly leads 
them into practical strata-
gems through intercessory 
prayer. Having served as in-
structor at the Mantle Bible 

Institute-a prayer and pro-
phetic school of St. Louis, 
MO, Drake has a heart for 
equipping and training oth-
ers to reach their highest 
potential in Christ and fulfill 
their destiny.

Drake’s style of evange-
lism is electrifying as she 
challenges individuals in 
an encouraging way, call-
ing them to a greater com-
mitment to Christ. She is a 
prophetic evangelist with 
a teaching ministry that is 
designed to bring clarity to 
the Body of Christ through 
her concise and practical 
demonstrations of the word 
of God... “Line upon Line.” 
She has been personally 
mentored under the watch-
ful eye of Prophetess Jan-
ice Mixon and has received 
an impartation to minister 
prophetically with precision 
and accuracy. 

The Drakes have 6 chil-
dren, 11 grandchildren and 
1 great grandchild.

Lisa Drake

Advertise in 
The Anchor News 

and get article 
space too!

The Anchor publishes
on the 15th of each month.

Submission deadline is the 6th.
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Having me as your agent 
means having a real person 
there to help you when you 
need it. So when accidents 
happen, you have someone 
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right, and right away.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
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never know  
what you  
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I’m your agent for that.
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Waco, TX  76712
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Rashad "Chip" Davis

112 Jim in Panther Square. • (254) 235-3233

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 10-6 • Saturday, 8-3

~ By Appointment Only ~

Barber on Duty
The Rock Barber ShopoBusiness Directory

Linda McDonald, ABR

500 N. Valley Mills Dr.
Waco, TX 76710

lindamcdonald@coldwellbanker.com
www.lindamcdonaldrealtor.com

Business: (254) 776-0000
Fax: (254) 776-4417
Cell: (254) 855-1717

Jim Stewart,
Realtors

Friday's seafood is still cooking
By Ron Oliphant

It was hump day and I 
found myself staring at the 
menu in Friday's Seafood. 
Now, this is something that 
is silly for me to do because 
I always get the catfish 
atchafalaya. They smother 
the fish and white rice with 
craw-fish etouffee. Just 
thinking about it, moves 
me like some old blues 
song. I love the dish.

Sometimes when my 
money is low, I just settle 
for the number thirteen, 
Catfish and fries. I might 
mix it up and try a little 
gumbo or maybe get a slice 
of that rich chocolate cake. 
Then, I try to figure out 
how I am going to hide it 
from the kids, when I get 
home. I am going to get 
them a pizza and I am not 
wrong for that. They do not 
appreciate fine, Louisiana 
cuisine like I do. I relax and 
smell rich seasoning while 
listening to Zydeco music. 
It dawned on me that I had 

been periodically staring at 
this menu on the wall, for 
nearly three years.

The owner Friday 
Hawkins opened the doors 
of her restaurant on Good 
Friday in 2013. Since that 
time the number of cus-
tomers has grown and the 
items offered on the menu 

Ron Oliphant

has changed slightly to ac-
commodate various hun-
ger pains. They sell fresh 
fish you can take home and 
cook yourself. You can spe-
cial order oysters, sword-
fish, grouper etc. Her hus-
band Roy, insisted he was 

not the owner, just a food 
taster, but every time I go 
there he is working. Fri-
day's Seafood was awarded 
business of the year, last 
year, by the Waco Black 
Chamber of Commerce.

Located on New Dallas 

hwy in, Bellmead, they are 
open Tuesday through Sat-
urday until seven o' clock. 
Every Year they host a craw-
fish boil in support of the 
festivals held in Louisiana. 
This year it will be held on 
May 21st at the restaurant.
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Bringing you elegant, 
unique, stylish and
one-of-a-kind hats!

Bringing you elegant, 
unique, stylish and
one-of-a-kind hats!

Order your hat today

Call Miss Rochelle at 254-420-6409

products, such as lotions, body 
scrubs, sprays, soaps, and other 
items. 

In naming the product line, 
they chose Shawn and Misti’s 
granddaughter and youngest 
daughter’s middle name, thus 
Ava Michelle. “We chose that 
name because it seemed to 
have a certain twist to it or a 
uniqueness that helped us rep-
resent our unique family busi-
ness,” said Misti. 

While Ricky continues to 
make the candles, shea but-
ter and the wax squares for 
the burners, Misti and Shawn 
make the body products and 
the sprays. They all still have 
full time jobs but spend time 
outside of their jobs creating 
and researching to come up 
with new things or to enhance 
the products that they current-
ly have. 

Now they have help from 
other family members as well 
who help them sale the prod-
ucts and get the word out. The 
entire family uses the products 
to test them and keep them of 
excellent quality. 

“We don't want anything 
out on the market that doesn't 
represent us well,” explained 
Shawn, “and we have been told 
that all of our fragrances last 
a long time and the products 
work very well.” 

At Anderson Candle Décor, 
the family uses only the best 
of all natural dead sea salts 
and natural oils. With so many 
things polluting the air, Misti 
said, “our bodies need to be re-
freshed.” 

The soaps are made from 
goat’s milk and shea , making 
the products good for eczema, 
blemishes and dry skin. The 
scrubs are excellent for exfoliat-
ing and putting the needed oils 
back in the skin. The products 
are now in the Waco and Dal-
las/Ft. Worth areas.

Local family makes handmade, all-natural products

Ricky, Shawn and Misti Anderson

To purchase the products 
visit the Anderson Candle Décor 
website, their Facebook page or 

just call 254-743-8851 to place 
your order. Look for the Ander-
sons at shows and events!

Discover Ava Michelle bath 
salts and sugar scrubs made in 
Waco, and Texas Jack Rabbit 
Candles. These products are 
guaranteed to awaken your 
senses and enhance the mood 
of your atmosphere, said Misti 
Anderson, who is one of three 
owners of this family business. 

Ricky Anderson started An-
derson Candle Décor from 
his home in 2011, making tea 
lights, wax squares containers, 

and now candles in over 50 
different scents. “Our scents 
are rich, inviting and proven to 
be of great quality,” Ricky ex-
plained. 

All products are handmade, 
all natural, and safe for the 
body. Shawn, Ricky’s brother, 
and his wife, Misti, came on 
board and soon discovered the 
candles and sheabutter opened 
their eyes to other needs.. They 
then added Ava Michelle body 

Jessie Washington memorial set
The McLennan County community will mark the centenary of 

the Jessie Washington Lynching with a community-wide ceremo-
ny this Sunday, May 15 at 2PM at the Bledsoe Miller Center. It will 
be a solemn program during which members of Jesse's family will 
be present and offer a few words. 

The City of Waco will offer a proclamation. The names of other 
lynching victims in Central Texas will be called as well. All are en-
couraged to come witness this historically significant event in the 
life of our community!

$89.99 Per Axle!

Brake

Carole Moore
Service Writer / P.R.

Discounting Your Price Not Your Service!
828 N. Valley Mills Dr., Waco, TX • 254-741-6550

Open M-F, 7:30-6 • Sat., 8-5 • Sun., By Appt. 

Discounting Your pRices,
Not Your Service!

Replace pads/shoes, resurface rotors/drums, clean 
& adjust hardware, and pack bearings with grease

Expires 7/15/16

Special
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Nelson R. Henley, Sr.
Pastor & Founder

Worship Service
Sunday at 10 a.m.

Bible Study
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Contact INfo.
Church - (254) 772-1371
E-Mail - twolcc@grandecom.net

Location
824 Longfellow Dr., Waco, TX 76710

The Word of LIfe
Christian ChurcH

Stroke is a brain attack and should be treated as an Emergency! 
Learn to recognize the signs and symptoms of stroke to protect 

you and your loved ones. 

TIME LOST IS BRAIN LOST! 
CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY. 

providence.net

KNOW THE SIGNS OF STROKE

Evans
Continued from page one

lenge growing up in poverty. 
Evans’s goal is to engage an 
audience of reluctant read-
er children of color to devel-
op a love of reading while 
following Shay’s life adven-
tures growing up in “Small 
Town USA.”

Evans’s passions lie in 
education, community rela-
tions, the arts, and sharing 
her faith. A middle math 
school teacher in Waco ISD, 
Evans will be graduating 
with her Masters in Educa-
tional Administration with 
Principal Certification this 
August 2016 from Baylor 
University. 

Believing in “writing the 
vision and making it plain,” 
her future aspiration is to 
found her own school, Mary 
Evans Academy, right here 
in Waco, Texas. A mentor 
to many young people, Ev-
ans has a no-nonsense ap-
proach that speaks love and 
truth to teens who often 
have no positive role mod-
els in their lives. Always con-
nected to the community in 
some way, Evans is a past 
member of the Friends of 
the Library Board and is cur-
rently a Board of Director 
for the Central Texas Genea-
logical Society. 

She is a member of An-
tioch Community Church, 
where she serves with the 
children’s desk ministry and 
is co-life group leader with 
her sister Jennifer. 

Evans’s main focus is get-
ting her picture book in 
circulation in local, state 
and nationwide public and 
school libraries. Thunder 
and Lightning is available 
for check out at the Waco 
McLennan County and Mc-
Ginley Memorial Library. 
For speaking or reading 
requests, contact her at 
714-366-8270 or at thun-
derandlightningpicture-
book@gmail.com. Purchase 
the book on line via Ama-
zon or at Barnes & Noble. 
Visit the official website at 
www.thunderandlightning
picturebook.com.

In her spare time, Evans 
enjoys writing, blogging, 
photography, technology, 
public speaking and spend-
ing time with her long haired 
Dachshund, Faith Elizabeth. 
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we’ve believed the wrong; 
when we come to the knowl-
edge of the truth, we must 
walk in that truth (Ephesians 
4:20-32). It’s not easy to ad-
mit when we’re wrong, espe-
cially when we’ve believed a 
lie for so long. 

I remember when I was 
in the fourth grade and my 
dear friend told me that 
there was no Santa Clause! I 
knew that she was going to 
burn in hell if she didn’t quit 
telling such lies. That wasn’t 
good enough! She told me 
that there was no Easter 
Bunny, and be sure to ask my 
mommy when I got home. 
I couldn’t wait for school to 
end that day. Time I saw my 
mommy, I rattled off all that 
my friend had said. My mom 
neither confirmed nor denied 
it; but the look on her face 
said it all while she was try-
ing to console my hurt by ask-
ing me, “Who told you that?” 
“What do you believe?” Etc. 

My mom was only carry-
ing on the tradition that was 
handed down to her: bak-
ing all of the cakes and pies 
on Christmas Eve for Santa 
to have a slice of each, then 
the rest was for the family. 
We had to get to sleep early 
so that Santa would leave our 
toys and not put pepper in our 
eyes, etc. 

Oh, our front yard was 
graced with beautiful Easter 

All men are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, Part 5

Evangelist 
Ruby McCray

By Ruby McCray
 
Continued from the April 

issue of The Anchor.
I’m beginning by asking you 

not to read this in a mean-
spirited tone. Abortion is such 
a touchy subject and needs to 
be addressed in the light of 
God’s Word. Since He created 
everything in the heavens, 
earth, under the earth and 
even you and me (Genesis 
1:26, 27; Colossians 1:15, -17), 
He knows everything about 
us, and has given us His Con-
stitution (the Bible) by which 
we can live the abundant life 
(John 10:10). He will never 
change His rules to accommo-
date us (Matthew 5:17-20); 
we have to obey what He has 
already said (1 Peter 3:8-12).

For a better understanding 
of this article, please read the 
previous ones at: www.the-
anchornews.com, click “AR-
CHIVES” at the top to find the 
months and years. All of the 
recorded Scriptures are from 
the New Living Translation 
Holy Bible unless otherwise 
stated. In your Bible, please 
read the Scriptural passages 
recorded or let at least let 
your smart device read them 
from the free downloaded 
Bible app. We have no excuse 
to remain in the darkness 
pleading ignorance (Proverbs 
23:11, 12).

It matters not how long 

Lilies! The Easter Bunny never 
failed to bring so many beau-
tifully colored eggs that we 
would find before Resurrec-
tion day ended. They would 
be everywhere; but rest assur-
edly, there would be plenty in 
the lilies! 

It hurt me so badly to know 
that all of that good fun was 
a lie; I made up my mind that 
my children would never get 
to know Santa and Easter 
Bunny. That’s the way I envi-
sion Pro-Choice people. Many 
have come into the knowl-
edge of the truth, but it’s too 
painful to face reality, so they 
continue to perpetuate the 
lie. Some are doing like what 
I did about Santa and Easter 
Bunny—straightening out the 

lie. And some are still walking 
in darkness concerning the 
gospel of life, because the god 
of this world has blinded their 
minds to the truth (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:3, 4). 

I had planned to leave this 
Baby for my last article, but 
I’m compelled to talk about 
Him now. Thousands of years 
before He was born, the 
prophets of old spoke about 
Him, as well as His cousin. 
“And I will cause hostility be-
tween you and the woman, 
and between your offspring 
and her offspring. He [Jesus] 
will strike your head, and you 
will strike his [satan’s] heel” 
(Genesis 3:15). 

“…Listen well, you roy-
al family of David! Isn’t it 
enough to exhaust human pa-
tience? Must you exhaust the 
patience of my God as well? 
All right then, the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look! The 
virgin will conceive a child! 
She will give birth to a son and 
will call him Immanuel (which 
means ‘God is with us)’” (Isa-
iah 7:13, 14). That Baby was 
born thousands of years later.

“This is how Jesus the Mes-

siah was born. His mother, 
Mary, was engaged to be mar-
ried to Joseph. But before the 
marriage took place, while 
she was still a virgin, she be-
came pregnant through the 
power of the Holy Spirit… And 
she will have a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:18, 21). If 
Mary had had an abortion, 
she would have aborted JE-
SUS! 

Should the Lord delay His 
coming, you must join us in 
June as we continue our study 
about JESUS, the SAVIOR of 
the entire human race.

Please go to You Tube, 
type: Ruby McCray Please Let 
Me Live. Listen to the song 
that supports this series and 
tell your friends about it. You 
may not believe me; but…just 
what if I’m right?

Evangelist Ruby McCray is 
the founder of A City of Ref-
uge Ministries. For questions 
or comments e-mail rubya-
corm@yahoo.com or write to 
A City of Refuge Ministries, 
P. O. Box 2025, Waco, Texas 
76703.

Temple of
Christ Church
Matthew Reed Ministries Inc.

609 N. 5th St., Waco, TX. 76701 • (254) 753-0772

Church Services

Pastor Matthew Reed and Wife Helen

Sunday School 
10:00 AM

Morning Worship 
11:15 AM

Sunday Evening 
6:00 PM

Monday Bible Study
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Wednesday Prayer Worship 
7:00 PM

New Hope Baptist Church 

915 North Sixth Street * Waco, Texas 
Rev. Dr. Richard L. Blanton, Pastor 

Established 1866 
Celebrates 150 Years 

 
                                                                            150th Anniversary Celebration 
               New Hope Heritage Exhibition          June 12, 2016 * 11:00 a.m. 
                             June 11, 2016        Rev. Dr. George Harrison, Pastor 
                             2:00-4:00 p.m.                             First Baptist Church, NBC 

                   New Hope Baptist Church                                June 12, 2016 * 3:00 p.m. 

                            Fellowship Hall                                        Rev. Dr. Nika Davis, Pastor 
 Second Baptist Church 

                     

 
Join us at New Hope Baptist Church as we celebrate a glorious past and reflect on God’s many, many blessings 

in the life of our church, the first African American church organized in Central Texas by eighteen former slaves. 
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The weakness of democracy

Pastor and Mrs. Reed

we administer our laws. In 
the courts, there is not very 
much justice for the poor. 
The scales are tilted to fa-
vor the affluent. That's not 
God. [Acts 10:34 Then Peter 
opened his mouth, and said, 
of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of per-
sons: Ephesians 6:9 neither 
is there respect of persons 
with him. 1st Peter 1:17And 
if ye call on the Father, who 
without respect of persons 
judges according to every 
man's work, We were com-
manded in John 7:24 Judge 
not according to the appear-
ance, but judge righteous 
judgment]. When a major-
ity of the population includ-
ing the church does not take 
heed to this doctrine we can 
take “In God we trust” off 
the money. We the church 
are the light of this world, 
our country, and our politi-
cians and if we don't model 
God's plan so that God can 
bear witness, the world, our 

politicians, talk show hosts 
and other ungodly voices 
and return once again to the 
voice of God. The solution 
is not political; it's spiritual. 
It's time for the church to 
take its place at the head of 
the table.We can't influence 
people when we look, do 
and act just like the people 
we are trying to influence.

God bears witness to the 
word of his disciples during 
the beginning of the New 
Testament church. He con-
tinues to bear witness to 
the truth today. Men may 
never accept the truth that 
we write or speak but God 
will. God will also bear wit-
ness to the fact that we are 
his disciples today with signs 
and wonders if we live right. 
Quite frankly that is to whom 
I look to for a witness and 
he's not going to witness a 
lie. On our money we have 
in God we trust; that's a lie. 
There is no proof of such 
in our life style or the way 

By matthew reed

The weakness of our de-
mocracy is that we have left 
the word of God on which it 
was founded. The problem 
is we the people (we are 
the weakness). We go about 
making new laws when the 
problem is no one keeps the 
one that exist. You can make 
laws until the end of time. 
They won't profit until we 
start to keep them. God's law 
as perfect as it is, was weak 
through the flesh. (Romans 
8:3 for what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh,).

 What is the purpose of 
this article? I'm glad you 
asked. First since there is no 
confusion in Christ we are 
confused as to why our de-
mocracy is not working as 
well as it has in the past. In 
the word of God we find the 
answers. The purpose for this 
article is to turn the church 
from seeking and following 

living, the world the country 
the politicians will follow; 
they have no choice.

Here in America we want 
democracy to work but we 
are not willing to do what it 
takes to make it work. Amen!

country, our politicians are 
going to become confused. 
They will no longer know 
right from wrong. That's 
where we are today. When 
the church takes the lead 
again by right and powerful 

Senior Manager
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• Arthritis
• Back & Neck Pain
• Migraines
• Muscle Spasms
• High Blood Pressure

• Carpal Tunnel
• Pinched Nerves
• Sinus / Allergies
• Sleep Disorders
• Ear Infections

• Numbness
• Neuropathy
• Vertigo
• Diabetes
• Infertility

"By their works they shall be known"

Hillcrest Chiropractic Clinic
Find relief for the following & more:

3500 Hillcrest drive, suite #8, Waco, TX
www.drtrunell.com • drtrunell@gmail.com

Dr. Shamonica
Trunell-Morgan
Doctor of Chiropractic

254-754-4000

The REAL behind reality therapy

Therapy is to live today to-
day. Don’t wallow in the 
past. Live in the NOW. 

Delve into your creative 
system for the real you just 
waiting to be unleashed. You 
know the one - the one with-
out all that baggage.

Engage your free-will and 
choose. You may or may not 

By Mona Dunkin

It is mind boggling to think 
that neurological fact asserts 
that one’s brain cannot tell 
the difference in an event 
from the past and current 
thoughts about that event. 
Continual musing over hurts 
of the past is as if one is reliv-
ing them now. Today.

Since all of our body works 
as an integrated whole, the 
emotions stay stirred up in 
mentally and physically un-
healthy and unhappy ways. 

And that affects our body. 
And here we go ‘round the 
mulberry bush – only it’s not 
fun. 

Old school is for clients 
to get in touch with child-
hood traumas and other 
past hurts and work through 
them. What are the results? 
The results may or may not 
drag yesterday into today. 
The results may or may not 
lead to little to no change. 
The results may or may not 
give spurts of relief with long 
term staying stuck. 

New school via Reality 

Mona Dunkin

experience a deep sigh of re-
lief. 

You may or may not be 
able to move past the past. 
You may or may not have an 
epiphany that ushers in men-
tal health and happiness. 

But here’s the amazing 
thing. You get to choose. So 
be good to you. 

Self-evaluate your results. 
Continue when effective. 
Regroup and re-plan when 
not so effective. Live. Laugh. 
Love. Repeat. Repeat. Re-
peat.

Or at least it is new school 
for those of us who have 
been blessed to learn about 
Dr. William Glasser and his 
amazingly simple strategies 
for blowing the (often re-
ferred to and seldom effec-
tive) common sense out of 
the tub and replacing it with 
personal responsibility.

Are you interested in 
learning more? Contact 
Mona Dunkin 254-749-6594 
or mona@monadunkin.com 
Check out www.wglasser.
com for a variety of training 
venues. 

Reality Therapy
Seminar

Basic Intensive Training

- Waco, Texas -

You will learn:
• What you can and cannot control
• Resolve conflict in self and with others
• Create optimal environment for change
• Effective relationship habits
• Transfer skills into all aspects of life

Contact:
Mona Dunkin • 254-749-6594

mona@monadunkin.com

June 24, 26 & 26, 2016

No prerequisites
Skilled Instructors

25 Hours CEU's

Conducted under 
the auspices of

Dorsey Continued from page one

children who have graduated 
from college and have gone on 
to become professionals. 

She has received many, 
many awards over the years: 
Waco People (Making a Dif-
ference Award), Jack & Jill 
Educational Award, National 
Professional Who’s Who, 
Golden Apple Award, Home 
Town Hero, Girl Scout Council 
Award, National Women’s His-
tory Award, Community Ser-
vice Award, Free and Accepted 
Masons District Award, Cham-
pions of Christian Service, 
Volunteer Award for Mission 
Waco, and City Council Award, 
to name a few.

She has volunteered at just 
as many organizations: Free-
man Center, Am I my Brother’s 
Keeper, Women’s Prison in 
Marlin, President of Oakwood 
Neighborhood Association, 
church clerk and Sunday School 
teacher and Missions President 
at Antioch Baptist Church, the 
Steering Committee for March 
of Dimes, nursing homes and 
as a Waco City Council Repre-
sentative for District I.

“God has been very kind 
to me,” says Dorsey. “He has 
blessed me to live a very pro-
ductive and long life. I am 
Grateful! To God Be the Glory 
for all that He has done for 
me.”



May 201616 The Anchor News

The Rock Barber Shop
Rashad

"Chip" Davis

112 Jim in Panther Square
(254) 235-3233

Hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 10-6

Saturday, 8-3

~ By Appointment Only ~

Barber on Duty

$3.00 Off For
First-Time Customers!

Temple of Christ Church
Matthew Reed Ministries, Inc.

609 N. 5th Street • Waco, Texas 76701
(254) 753-0772

Sunday School: 10 a.m. 
Worship: 11:15 a.m.
Evening: 6:00 p.m.

Monday Bible Study:  7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Worship: 7:00 p.m.

MinistriesTemple of Deliverance

Apostle
Sadie L. Henderson
Overseer

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.

Tuesday Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

1121 N. 18th St.
Waco, TX 76707

Church: (254) 754-2102
Mobile: (254) 498-1707

High Point
Church
Service Times:

Early Service ~ 9:30 a.m.
Second Service ~ 11:00 a.m.

4600 Sanger Ave. in Waco (Texas Christian Academy Building)
John Rambeau, Senior Pastor

Children's church and 
nursery available at

11 a.m. service

oChurch Directory

Understanding your credit card's terms and conditions
during and after the introduc-
tory period. Make sure you 
also understand how late pay-
ments or exceeding your limit 
could drive the rate up.

• Other Interest Rates – 
Be aware that rates may vary 
for cash advances or balance 
transfers. These increased in-
terest rates are in addition to 
fees that may also be charged 
for these services. 

• Due Dates – Know when 
your payments are due and 
the penalty for late payment. 
Make sure you understand 
the due date for your pay-
ments, what constitutes a late 
payment and the penalties 
and interest imposed for late 
payments.

• Payment Options – You 
may be able to pay online, by 
phone or by mail. Some op-
tions may carry fees, while 
others do not. Understand the 
options and only use the ones 
that do not impose a separate 
fee.

• Credit Limit – Your credit 
limit is the maximum debt 
you are authorized to carry on 

J.L. Crawford

your credit card account. Your 
credit card company may offer 
you the option of exceeding 
your credit limit, but may im-
pose substantial fees for doing 
so. These fees can accumulate 
quickly and can result in fee 
debt larger than your credit 
debt. Exceeding your limit 
may also be reported to credit 
agencies and substantially 

damage your credit score.
• Fees – In addition to late 

fees and over limit fees, your 
credit card company may also 
charge annual fees, foreign 
transaction fees, fees for bal-
ance transfers, use of ATMs 
and other actions. Know all of 
the potential fees and avoid 
them whenever possible.

• Rewards Programs – A 
rewards program may be a 
great incentive for a new card. 
Cash back, gift cards and air-
line miles are great perks, but 
make sure you understand the 
limitations. Are there blackout 
dates or exclusions for certain 
destinations? Do the rewards 
expire? Make sure you under-
stand the rewards program, 
particularly if it is the reason 
you are signing up for the 
card.

Is your challenge listed 
above? Preexisting problems 
are covered, so give me a 
call at 254-717-4927. Hurry. 
With LegalShield, “…we can 
help you worry less and live 
more.” J.L. Crawford, Le-
galShield Senior Manager.

 J. L. Crawford, 
LegalShield Senior

Manager

(From Legal News, Issue 9)
Underneath the low introduc-
tory interest rates, rewards 
programs and bonuses, credit 
card offers also include terms 
and conditions. The terms and 
conditions are notoriously 
long and difficult to read, but 
those terms could have a ma-
jor impact on your financial 
future. Before you sign up for 
a new card make sure you un-
derstand what you are getting 

into. If you need assistance 
reviewing a credit card agree-
ment or have any questions, 
call your LegalShield provider 
law firm today.

Introductory Interest Rates 
– A “Low Introductory Interest 
Rate” is a great way to sign up 
new card users. The rates are 
temporary and may increase 
dramatically once the initial 
term expires, locking you into 
exorbitant payments that may 
bury you financially. Before 
accepting any credit card, 
make sure you understand the 
potential interest rates both 

Rotary skeet shoot scheduled for June 4
A Browning BPS pump-

action shotgun valued at 
$600 is the prize for the 
Top Shot at the Northwest 
Waco Rotary Club “Aim High 
for Education” Skeet Shoot 
on June 4 at Waco Skeet 

and Trap Club.
The event, sponsored 

by Redwoods, Inc., is the 
Rotary club’s major fund-
raiser for the year. Pro-
ceeds will enable the club 
to continue sponsoring the 

Early Act First Knight (www.
eafk.org) character educa-
tion program at Parkdale 
Elementary School, as well 
as scholarships at MCC 
and TSTC. Since the Rotary 
club began sponsoring the 
EAFK program at Parkdale 
in 2015, behavior referrals 
have dropped by more than 
75 percent. Students are re-
warded for practicing good 
behavior and traits like hon-
esty, compassion and kind-
ness.

Continental breakfast and 
check-in for the skeet shoot 
begin at 8:30 a.m.; rounds 
begin at 9:30 a.m. Lunch 
catered by Uncle Dan's is 
included. In addition to the 
Top Shot prize, prizes from 
Cabela’s will be awarded 
to the 1st and 2nd-place 
teams. Participant cost is 
$125 per gun. All compet-
ing teams will be 4-shooter; 
singles and pairs will be 
grouped to make a team.

Register online by May 
27 at http://bit.ly/1qsLLFt 
or contact Michelle Holland 
at 254-366-5361 or email 
michelle_holland@baylor.
edu.
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Marselo "Selo" Lozano

Why a growth plan?
chosen field can make you an 
expert within 4 to 5 years.

"The average American 
spends 101 minutes a day 
driving." - Harvard Health 
Watch Study

Most of us spend our time 
doing things that don't add 
value, wisdom, and under-
standing to others or us as 
individuals. What do you 
spend your time doing? 

How most people spend 
their time daily:

Watching TV — 3 to 4 
hours

Browsing the web — 1 to 
2 hours

Using social media – 1 to 2 
hours

Playing video games (or 
game apps) — 2 to 3 hours

Driving in a car — 1 hour 
41min 

From:
http://www.pickthebrain.

com/blog/habit-will-put-top-
1-experts-money-makers/

Tips for growth
* Identify 1 hour every 

day where you can eliminate 
or reduce one of your time-
wasting activities.

* Create a daily “Read for 
1 hour” calendar reminder. * 
Go find books to start read-
ing (buy physical or ebooks)

* Make it really hard to ig-
nore reading books.

* Stack books next to your 
bed, kitchen & coffee table.

* Let your mobile devices 
battery die and read a hard 
copy book.

* Read every day for an 
hour

* Listen to audio books 
and teaching on CDs, Podcast 
or MP3. as you drive.

By Marselo 
"Selo" Lozano

Ever notice how adults in 
life seem to be immature in 
there thoughts and behav-
ior? Many times as parents 
and leaders of our home and 
community we fail because 
of our own immaturity. As 
adults and leaders we are 
here to train and develop our 
children and others around 
us. However often as parents 
and leaders we don't always 
believe in or take time for 
personal growth and devel-
opment. 

Too often we get so in-
volved with life we make ex-
cuses or are so focused on 
the growth of others we fail 
to grow ourselves. Often we 
get frustrated with those we 
try to lead never really un-
derstanding we maybe the 
ones stunting emotional, 
physical, spiritual and intel-
lectual growth. John C. Max-
well says, "A 6 leader will 
only lead those of a caliber 
of 5 or below." Essentially 
saying as parents and lead-
ers in the community we can 
never lead someone where 
we have not been or teach 
what we don't know. 

Often in our life we find 
ourselves struggling or be-
coming complaisant, and 
comfortable.

The challenge for us as 
parents, leaders and as an in-
dividual's is to grow past are 
current understanding. This 
is when we should begin to 
put together a plan to grow 
and develop further in your 
walk of life.

I believe growth is not au-
tomatic nor is it an easy task 
when we often have habits 
in non growth. However to 
grow we must create new 
habits. I always challenge 
myself and others around 
me with some simple ques-
tions: Who are you listen-
ing to? What book are you 
reading? What was the last 
workshop or class have you 
attended? Then challenge 
them with a 3, 6, and 12 
month plan to help them be 
a better spouse, parent, em-
ployee leader, pastor and the 
change needed in their own 
world. Below is a list of these 
areas in which I believe every 
person should have increase 
in.

Areas to Grow
Spiritual - Relationship W/ 

Christ, Prayer, bible study, 
devotional, church involve-
ment.

Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Workshops 
Mental - Job related, lead-

ership, further development 
in talents and gifts.

Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Workshops
Emotional - Forgiveness, 

submission, humility, disci-
pline and our love walk.

Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Workshops 
Physical - Diet, exercise, 

healing
Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Work-

shops, workout plan.
Financial - Tithing, giving, 

saving, investing.
Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Workshops 
Social - Whom are you 

serving and discipling church 
Read Books
Listen to teaching
(MP3/Podcast/videos)
Attend Classes/Workshops
The More You Know
“If you read only one book 

per month, that will put you 
into the top 1% of income 
earners in our society." - Bri-
an Tracy

25% of people have not 
read a book in the last year.

46% of adults score the 
lowest two levels of literacy.

Most people just don’t 
read. Half of adults are basi-
cally illiterate because they 
don't read enough. Read-
ing one hour per day in your 
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Steven Greenman, DDS 
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There is a first-line alTernaTive!
no mask, no hose, no air blower
fdA approved and covered by PPo and Medicare 

CAll todAy for 
A no-ChArge ConsultAtion

1-805-372-1249
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having trouble with your cpap?
not using your cpap? can’t imagine ever wearing one?

Steven C. Greenman, D.D.S. 
Diplomate of the American 
Board of Dental Sleep Medicine

Chad Latino DDS
6701 Sanger Ave. Ste. 101
Waco TX 76710

254-227-6828

Texas Jack Rabbit Candles
&

Ava Michele
Bath & Body Products

Candles • Whipped Shea Butter
Bath Salts • Salt Scrub

Other All-Natural Products

Misti Anderson
(254) 743-8851

rickyanderson1216@gmail.com
www.andersoncandledecor.com

Vargas Continued from page one

nan Community College, then 
transfer to Southwestern As-
semblies of God University. 

The Vargases are owners 
of a thriving roofing and con-
struction business, AmeTex 
Roofing, formerly, Central 
Texas Xtreme Roofing. . They 
are well known for being 
people of integrity. They have 
been serving the community 
and surrounding cities since 
2012, steadily growing their 
business through Gus’s ex-
tensive experience in the field 
and through establishing solid 
trustworthy relationships.. 
“Our goal is to make hon-
est money. We will not ever 

take advantage of people,” 
explained Vargas. “If it needs 
fixing we will tell you; if it 
doesn’t, we will tell you.”

Gus comes from a line of 
roofers; in fact, he has been 
in the roofing industry since 
he was 12.. The Vargases 
currently specialize in a 
variety of work—roofing, 
siding, fencing, painting, 
concrete, carpentry, and 
general handyman work. For 
more information, please call 
(254) 776-1100 or (254) 717-
7473 or visit the business at 
1421 Lawrence Drive. Visit 
the website at http://www.
ametexroofing.com/.

* APPLY AND SHARE WHAT 
YOU LEARN!

Marselo “Selo” Lozano has 
been around the block a few 
times. His experience gives 
him a trusted voice in help-
ing youth leaders understand 
how to reach and raise the fu-

ture generations. Don’t hesi-
tate to contact Marselo and 
Mia Lozano. They are qual-
ity people, and they’ll help 
you reach the young people 
of your community. Contact 
them at 254.756.1240 or P.O. 
Box 423 Waco, TX 76703.
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Jewelry • Hats • Perfume Oils
Suits and Fashions • Books & Cards
Christian Apparel • Gospel Music & Videos
Dudley Cosmetic Products Available
Regular Clearance Sales

For that Elegant Touch in fashions, visit...

 Marilyn's Gift Gallery
& Sound World

818 Elm Street
Waco, TX 76704 (254) 755-8218
Dwayne & Marilyn Banks, Owners

New Fashions Arriving!

A life in Christ - God's loving mercy

Pam Turner

opposite direction of what 
God has planned in my life. 
No matter how much I prayed 
and asked if taking this job 
was His will, I just couldn't 
seem to get a true peace 
about it. It was as if I was in 
boat rocking back and forth, 
because I was not going in the 
direction God had planned for 
me.

Once Jonah reached 
Nineveh, he went throughout 
the city preaching that God 
would be destroying the city 
in 40 days. As soon as the peo-
ple heard this message they 
began to repent, and again 
God showed what a merciful 
God He is, forgiving Nineveh. 
God had given Jonah a sec-
ond chance in but and when 
he realized God was merciful 
and was not going to bring 
His wrath upon these people, 
he went to the edge of the 
city and camped out because 
he was agitated with God for 
not going through with the 
destruction. Jonah surely had 
a short memory, just like I do 
when things in life don't go as 
I want them to. I seem to for-
get about the good things He 
has done for me, like dying on 

He commands Jonah the 2nd 
time to go to Nineveh; this 
time Jonah obeys. We serve a 
God of second chances when 
we repent and ask for forgive-
ness, because we all mess up 
in our own ways. 

Recently I took a step of 
faith and resigned from a job 
I've had for nearly 33 years. 
It was not a big step, how-
ever, because I was pursuing 
another job that looked very 
promising. It wasn't long until 
I realized I was going just the 

the cross so that when I make 
a mistake, all I have to do is 
ask for his forgiveness. Just let 
someone offend me and I'm 
ready for God to send hell fire 
and brimstone on their head, 
forgetting about my own mis-
takes.

The story of Jonah con-
tinues to show us the many 
mercies that God extended 
to Jonah, and His word is full 
of His love and kindness, like 
the sick who cried out, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” He extended His mercy 
and healed them.

Today, you may feel like 
you are be headed in the 
wrong direction, and you 
want to get things right with 
God, or perhaps you've never 
met Him. He's been on that 
wrong journey with you all 
the way, but He's ready to 
turn you around and set your 
life on the right path. All you 
have to do is open your heart 
and invite Him in. Forgive-
ness and a new life are just 
a decision away. May God 
Bless You. Pamela Turner is a 
freelance writer and a mem-
ber of High Point Church in 
Waco.

By Pam Turner

Many remember the story 
of Jonah and the whale from 
our Sunday school classes 
when we were young. God 
instructed Jonah to go to 
the wicked city of Nineveh 
and warn the inhabitants 
that His judgment was com-
ing and that the city would 
be destroyed. A prophet of 
the northern kingdom of Is-
rael, Jonah refused to go to 
Nineveh. Instead, he went 
to Joppa and boarded a ship 
headed for Tarshish, which 
was in the opposite direction. 
Jonah lived in Palestine and 
Nineveh would have been 
a 500 mile journey; instead 
he chose to sail to Tarshish, 
2500 miles west of Palestine. 
Sometimes in our lives we 
hear from God and we know 
what His will is; however, 
we really want to serve God 
in our own way, so we head 
west, 2500 miles away from 
His will.

Once Jonah was out to sea, 
a huge storm arose, caus-
ing the ship to go up and 
down, back and forth, on 
the verge of sinking. To stay 

afloat the sailors tossed ev-
erything overboard hoping 
to stay afloat, but the storm 
still raged. Finally, the sailors 
cast lots to see who was re-
sponsible for their calamity. 
It fell on Jonah, who then had 
to explain how he was run-
ning from God, disobeying his 
command to go to Nineveh. 
Then he instructed the sailors 
to toss him overboard. When 
they did, the sea immediately 
grew calm. Seeing how great 
Jonah's God was, they offered 
sacrifices and made vows to 
Him.

God showed His mercy by 
calming the sea, making a 
bad situation a good one by 
welcoming these men into 
His kingdom. A great fish 
then came and swallowed Jo-
nah up. Imagine what a mess 
Jonah was in. Jonah prayed 
for 3 days and nights, cry-
ing out to God for His mercy 
and forgiveness. Then God 
showed His great mercy and 
commanded the fish to spit 
or vomit Jonah up on dry 
land. He could have been spit 
up a mile from shore, hav-
ing to swim for dry land. We 
see God’s forgiveness when 
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I AM
A Texas Realtor

Linda McDonald, ABR

500 N. Valley Mills Dr.
Waco, TX 76710

lindamcdonald@coldwellbanker.com
www.lindamcdonaldrealtor.com

Bus.: (254) 776-0000
Fax: (254) 776-4417
Cell: (254) 855-1717

This information is brought to you by a 
proud member of the Texas Association 
of REALTORS®. Whenever you buy, sell 
or lease real estate, make sure your 
agent is a REALTOR®. ©2004 by the 
Texas Association of REALTORS®. All 
rights reserved.

make sure you work with the best
Not all licensed real es-

tate agents in Texas are 
the same. Only those who 
pledge to uphold the strict 
code of professional ethics 
established in 1913 can call 
themselves Texas REAL-
TORS.

When you hire me, you 
can feel secure knowing you 
have someone on your side. 
Someone who will help you 
achieve your goals.

i will always put 
your interests first

I measure success by 
creating satisfied clients. To 
do that, I focus on your real 
estate needs.

Communities matter

REALTORS don't just 
help people buy and sell real 
estate. We also volunteer in 
the community to make it a 
better place for all of us.

realtors are on
the side of all
homeowners

We work with legislators 
to create favorable laws for 
homeowners. We also fight 
rules that would restrict 

property owners' rights.

my education
never ends

Laws change. Markets 
shift. I take courses to 
increase my expertise so 
I can better serve you in 
such an important trans-
action in your life.

opening doors

REALTORS work hard 
to create more opportuni-
ties for people to afford 
homes.

I hold myself to a 
higher standard

All real estate agents 
must follow laws. But as 
a REALTOR, I also abide 
by a strict code of ethics. 
That means I have ad-
ditional responsibilities 
to the public, my fellow 
REALTORS and to you.

You have a lot at stake 
in a real estate transac-
tion. I owe it to you to be 
more than just an ordinary 
real estate agent. That's 
why I am a Texas REAL-
TOR.

Jim Stewart,
Realtors

Broken Silence
Books & Publications

Wanda B.
Gunter

Author, Artist & 
Contributing writer 

for The Anchor News

P.O. Box 2873 • Harker Heights, TX 76548

www.brokensilencebooks.com

Phone: 254.458.9254
Facebook: Wanda Gunter
E-mail: wbgunter@hot.rr.com

faucet or a worn-out roof, you 
are now the one footing those 
bills.

Getting an accepted 
offer is just 

the beginning
It’s a great feeling when you 

find a home you want, draw up 
an offer, and the seller says yes. 
Keep in mind, though, there 
are still many steps before you 
can call that home your own. 
And depending on what hap-
pens during inspections, a title 
search, an appraisal, and other 
key actions, you could be look-
ing at even more steps, such as 
amendments and repairs.

Your Texas Realtor can give 
you guidance for the many 
considerations you will face as 
you become a first-time hom-
eowner. Working closely with 
a professional is the best way 
to ensure you don’t overlook 
anything important. To learn 
more about buying, selling, 
and leasing property in Texas, 
visit texasrealestate.com.Linda 
McDonald is President of the 
Waco Association of Realtors 
and is associated with Coldwell 
Banker Jim Stewart Realtors.

Linda McDonald

Don't overlook these 
important matters when 
buying your first home
By Linda McDonald

Planning to buy your first 
home? What an exciting time! 
While you may have already 
considered some of the ben-
efits and responsibilities of the 
journey you’re about to take, 
make sure you consider these 
items as well.

You may qualify 
for assistance

There are assistance pro-
grams that provide lower loan 
rates or down payment assis-
tance for qualified applicants. 
Before you assume that you 
don’t qualify for an assistance 
program, find out. The criteria 
often include income limits, 
but not always. In addition to 
many first-time homebuyer 
programs, other options apply 
to military personnel, teach-
ers, and first responders. Some 
programs also are available 
based on the type of property, 
such as a home that requires 
repairs. You can search tx-
homeprograms.org and talk to 
your Texas Realtor to see if you 
qualify for any assistance.

The loan isn’t your 
only expense

You may know that in ad-
dition to your loan payments, 
you will also be paying prop-
erty taxes. Your lender will also 
require you to buy homeown-
ers insurance. You may even 
be responsible for flood insur-
ance, depending on the risk in 
your area.

In addition to the items your 
lender requires, don’t forget 
other expenses that come 
along with homeownership. 
If this will be your first home 
with a yard, you’ll need lawn 
and garden equipment—or 
funds to pay someone else to 
mow and garden. And when 
you have to replace a leaking 

Advertise in The 
Anchor News and get 

article space too!
The Anchor publishes on the 15th of each

month. Submission deadline is the 6th.
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Thank You! Thank you to the sponsors of
An Evening Anchored in Pearls

Diamond Sponsor
Lee Lockwood Library & Museum

Platinum Sponsors
Bebrick Collision Center • First National Bank of McGregor

Richard Kruger State Farm

Silver Sponsors
Allen Samuel Dodge • Hillcrest Chiropractic and Wellness Center 

 Louisiana Catfish and Chicken
AmeTex Roofing and Home Improvement 

Jonathan Pledger--Texas Licensed Insurance Agent 

Gift Sponsors
Pearl Sets, Marilyn’s Gift Gallery • Dwayne and Marilyn Banks

Door Prizes
Free Dental Cleaning – Dr. Charles Adamo
Gift Basket – Texas Jack Rabbit Candles –

Ava Michelle Bath and Body, Misti Anderson
Gift Basket – Pastor John and Sherri Rambeau, High Point Church

Hats – J.W. Watkins and Rochelle Murphy
Bath & Body Gift Cards – Joe and Dee Steckler

  Gift Cards
Gale Edwards • Chris Kincaid, Extraco, The Financial Group

Evelyn Neal, Young Expressions Childcare • J.L. Crawford, LegalShield
John and Marcia Neal, Sascee’s Southern Style Eatery

Kenny Grisham, The Affordable Sign Guys, 
Kersten Gonce and Mary Kathryn Shifflett, New York Life
Linda McDonald, Coldwell Banker/Jim Stewart Realtors

Margaret Ivory, Ivory and Associates,
Pastor Gaylon and D. Yvette Foreman, Carver Park

Pastor Judge and Sherri Whitfield, Restoration Covent Church, Rosebud, TX
Pastor Nelson and Tina Henley, The Word of Life Church
Red Lobster, Sabrina Calhoun • Sharon Ross, Dance-N-T

The Anchor News, J.L. and Linda Crawford
  

Hotel Sponsors
Comfort Suites Baylor North—Brandy Sparkman
Hampton by Hilton in Waco-North, Ariel Zuniga

Hampton Inn by Hilton at Central Texas Marketplace, Lori Harvey
Holiday Inn & Suites at the Legends Lake Parkway, Liz Walker

Fairfield Inn by Marriott, Mike Ryan
Sleep Inn in Hewitt, LaQuita Meyers

Springhill Suites by Marriott, Cathy Oliver
Town Place Suites by Marriott, Donna Holdbrook


